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(54) Holder for mobile telephone 

(57) A holder for a mobile telephone is disclosed. 
The holder has a securing mechanism that securely 
holds a mobile telephone within the holder and allows 
easy movement of the mobile telephone from and into 
a secure position within the holder In an embodiment 
of the invention, the holder includes a cradle unit that 
has a securing mechanism including a securing pin flex- 
ibly formed on the top end of the cradle unit and a se- 
curing pocket formed on the bottom end of the cradle 
unit. A mobile telephone may be secured in the cradle 
by placing the bottom portion of the mobile telephone in 
the securing pocket and moving the mobile telephone 
into the cradle unit, allowing the securing pin to snap 
into a securing notch that is formed on the top portion 
of the mobile telephone. The cradle unit may be formed 
of a single piece body. The cradle unit may also be 
formed to encompass the mobile telephone to provide 
a better tactual grip than is provided by the body of the 
mobile telephone alone. 
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Description 



[0001] This invention relates to mobile telephone 
holders and, more particularly, to a mobile telephone 
holder having a securing mechanism allowing easy s 
movement of the mobile telephone from and into the 
holder, and easy use and handling of the mobile tele- 
phone while the mobile telephone is in the holder. 
[0002] The types and numbers of mobile telephones 
in use worldwide are rapidly increasing. Average mobile 10 
telephone size is decreasing, and the variety of physical 
configurations of mobile telephones is increasing. The 
types of physical configurations currently available in- 
clude pocket-sized phones that may be shaped like a 
conventional mobile phone or that may be implemented is 
in an increasingly popular folding or clamshell type con- 
figuration. 

[0003] As mobile telephones become smaller, han- 
dling of a telephone by a user may become difficult in 
certain circumstances. For example, the small size of a 20 
device, such as a palm-sized folding or clamshell type 
telephone, may make it difficult for a user to carry if no 
pocket is available, or if the telephone is held loosely in 
a pocket where it can move about orfall out. Additionally 
trying to locate and accessing the telephone to make or 2S 
receive a call may be difficult if it is necessary to locate 
and remove the phone from a pocket that is larger than 
the phone. 

[0004] Securing a small sized device, such as the 
palm-sized folding or clamshell type telephone in a con- 30 
ventional type mobile telephone holder located in an au- 
tomobile or on a belt clip, for example, may alleviate the 
problem of locating the device, but it may still be difficult 
to remove the device from the mobile telephone holder 
for use. Also, in certain situations, once the mobile tel- 35 
ephone is removed from the holder or belt, the small size 
of the mobile telephone may be a hindrance to quick 
access to the mobile telephone and the mobile tele- 
phone keypad. 

[0005] The present invention provides a holder for a -to 
mobile telephone, where the holder has a securing 
mechanism that securely holds a mobile telephone with- 
in the holder and allows easy movement of the mobile 
telephone from and into a secure position within the 
holder. The holder may be removably mounted on an *s 
object, permitting the user to transport the mobile tele- 
phone if desired. The securing mechanism is light and 
simple in construction, and a minimum number of parts 
are needed for implementing the mechanism. The hold- 
er may be formed from a single piece of material. The so 
holder may be constructed in such a way as to facilitate 
locating and accessing a small sized mobile telephone 
and also allow use of a mobile telephone while the mo- 
bile telephone is secured in the holder. The holder may 
also serve the function of providing a user with a better- ss 
defined tactual grip on the mobile telephone than is ob- 
tained by holding the mobile telephone alone in the us- 
er's hand. 



[0006] In an embodiment of the invention, the holder 
includes a cradle unit that has a securing mechanism 
including a securing pin flexibly formed on its top end 
and a securing pocket formed on its bottom end A mo- 
bile telephone may be secured in the cradle by placing 
the bottom portion of the mobile telephone in the secur- 
ing pocket and moving the mobile telephone into the cra- 
dle, allowing the securing pin to snap into a securing 
notch that is formed on the top portion of the mobile tel- 
ephone The cradle unit may include side portions that 
aid in guiding the mobile telephone into the securing 
pocket and also aid in securing the mobile telephone 
when the phone is secured in the holder. The securing 
pin and securing pocket are formed to allow use of the 
keypad and display of a mobile telephone while the tel- 
ephone is secured in the cradle unit. 
[0007] The cradle unit also encloses the mobile tele- 
phone to provide a better tactual grip on the mobile tel- 
ephone through the larger holding surface of the cradle. 
[0006] This facilitates quick access to and use of the 
mobile telephone. The cradle unit is configured so that 
the complete cradle may be formed from a single piece 
of material; such as plastic, minimizing the number of 
parts. 

[0009] In the embodiment, the holder may* also in- 
clude a clip. The clip may be attached to the rear portion 
of the cradle unit and allow a user to attach the cradle 
to an object such as a belt or dashboard When quick 
access to the mobile telephone is necessary, the mobile 
telephone and holder may be removed from the object 
that it is attached to, and the user may grip a complete 
assembly including the holder and the phone, and op- 
erate the phone having the benefit of the firm grip offered 
by the cradle unit. 

[0010] A more complete understanding of the present 
invention may be had by reference to the following de- 
tailed description when read in conjunction with the ac- 
companying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a right front perspective view of the cradle 
unit of a mobile telephone holder according to an 
embodiment of the invention; 

FIGs. 2A, 2B and 2C are front, right side and rear 
views, respectively, of the cradle unit of a mobile 
telephone holder according to an embodiment of 
the invention; 

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of a mobile telephone 
and holder assembly according to an embodiment 
of the invention; and 

FIGs. 4A, 4B, 4C and 4D are a first right front per- 
spective view, a second right front perspective view, 
a right side view, and a third right front perspective 
view, respectively, of a mobile telephone inserted 
into a mobile telephone holder according to an em- 
bodiment of the invention. 
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[0011] Referring now to FIGs. 1. 2 A, 2B and 2C, there- 
in are a right front perspective view, a front view, a right 
side view and a rear view, respectively, of a cradle unit 
of a mobile telephone holder according to an embodi- 
ment of the invention. Cradle unit 100 comprises right 
side 104a, left side 104b, back portion 102. extension 
108, securing pin 110 and front wall 114. A securing 
pocket 1 1 2 is formed from the lower portions of right and 
left sides. 104a and 104b ( front wall 114. bottom surface 
1 28, and a rear wall 1 26 comprised of the lower portion 
of back portion 102. The edges of right and left sides 
104a and 104b, bottom surface 128, and back portion 
102 form openings 120a and 120b. Back portion 102 
may include mounting hole 122. Extension 108 may in- 
clude opening 124. A mounting bracket 118, including 
right and left ribs 116a and 116b, respectively, may be 
mounted on the rear of back portion 102. Cradle unit 
100 may be formed from a single piece of material, such 
as, for example, plastic. 

[0012] Referring now to FIG. 3, therein is an exploded 
view of a mobile telephone and holder assembly accord- 
ing to an embodiment of the invention. Mobile telephone 
300 comprises a main body 302 and a flip unit 304. Hold- 
er 318 comprises clip 306 and cradle unit 100. Clip 306 
comprises main portion 320 and spring 31 0 and may be 
mounted on the rear of back portion 102, as shown by 
arrows a and b, by sliding spring 310 into mounting 
'bracket 118. Clip 306 may be secured in mounting 
bracket 1 18 by, for example, use of a rivet, bolt or other 
fastening device inserted through hole 122. Mobile tel- 
ephone 300 is inserted into cradle unit 100, as shown 
by arrows c and d. Holder 318 may be attached to an 
object, such as a belt or dashboard, by using clip 306 
for carrying or holding the mobile telephone 300. 
[0013] Referring now to FIGs. 4A, 4B, 4C and 4D, 
therein are a first right front perspective view, a second 
front right perspective view, a right side view, and a third 
front right perspective view of a mobile telephone being 
inserted into a mobile telephone holder according to an 
embodiment of the invention. Mobile telephone 300 may 
be inserted into cradle unit 100 by placing main body 
302 of mobile telephone 300 into securing pocket 112 
of cradle unit 100, as shown in FIG. 4A. Mobile tele- 
phone 300 may then be moved into cradle unit 100 by 
moving mobile telephone 300 in the direction of arrows 
e and f. Securing pin 110 is mounted on extension 108 
so that securing pin 110 flexibly engages and snaps into 
securing notch 31 2 on top rear of main body 302 of mo- 
bile telephone 300, as mobile telephone 300 comes 
against back portion 102 of cradle unit 100. In the em- 
bodiment of the invention, the formation of opening 1 24 
in extension 108 removes material from extension 108, 
increasing the flexibility of extension 108. Also, open- 
ings 120a and 120b receive respective comers of main 
body 302 of mobile telephone 300, allowing a tight fit of 
mobile telephone 300 in cradle unit 100 without the need 
to require complicated molding techniques, if cradle unit 
1 00 is formed from a single piece of material. Cradle unit 



100 should be formed of a material flexible and resilient 
enough to allow extension 108 and securing pin 110 to 
flex in the backward direction and return to its original 
position in order to perform the securing function. FIGs. 
s 4B and 4C show mobile telephone 300 when fully insert- 
ed into holder 318. Back portion 102, sides 104a and 
104b, securing pocket 112 and securing pin 110 com- 
prise the securing mechanism that holds mobile tele- 
phone 300 securely in cradle unit 100. Holder 318 and 
10 mobile telephone 300 form a single unit that is easy to 
handle and that may be held in one hand. Cradle unit 
1 00 provides a better tactual grip with which to hold mo- 
bile telephone 300 than is provided by body 302 of mo- 
bile telephone 300 alone. Main portion 320 of clip 306 
is is formed not to interfere with the gripping of holder 318 
and may be formed to give added improvement in tac- 
tual grip. The whole unit formed by mobile telephone 
300 and holder 318 may be removed from a belt, for 
example : by grasping the unit with a single hand. 
20 [0014] Cradle unit 100 is configured to allow use of 
mobile telephone 300 while in holder 318. FIG. 4D 
shows how flip unit 304 of mobile telephone 300 may 
be opened while in holder 318 to allow access to and 
use of keyboard 316 without the need to remove mobile 
2S telephone 300 from holder 318. The complete assembly 
may then be operated while held in one hand. 
[001 5] In alternative embodiments, a smaller clip may 
replace clip 306, or holder 318 may be mounted on an 
object using alternative mounting mechanisms, such as 
30 a tab mounted on the rear side of back portion 102 of 
cradle unit 100 that snaps into an assembly mounted on 
ihe object. 

[0016] Although described in the context of particular 
embodiments, it will be realized that a number of modi- 

3S fications to these teachings may occur to one skilled in 
the art. Thus, while the invention has been particularly 
shown and described with respect to specific embodi- 
ments thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in 
the art that changes in form and shape may be made 

^0 therein without departing from the scope of the inven- 
tion. Accordingly, reference should be made to the ap- 
pended claim and other general statements herein rath- 
er than to the foregoing specific description as indicating 
the scope of the invention. 

45 [0017] Furthermore, each feature disclosed in this 
specification (which term includes the claims) and/or 
shown in the drawings may be incorporated in the in- 
vention independently of other disclosed and/or illustrat- 
ed features. In this regard, the invention includes any 

so novel features or combination of features disclosed 
herein either explicitly or any generalisation thereof ir- 
respective of whether or not it relates to the claimed in- 
vention or mitigates any or all of the problems ad- 
dressed. 

>s [001 8] The appended abstract as filed herewith is in- 
cluded in the specification by reference. 
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Claims 



1. A holder for holding a mobile communications de- 
vice, said holder comprising: 

a cradle unit including: 

a back portion, said back portion having a first 
end and a second end; 

a pocket, said pocket mounted on said first end 
of said back portion substantially perpendicular 
to said back portion, said pocket having a front 
wall and a rear wall, said pocket for receiving a 
first end of the mobile communication device; 
and 

a pin, said pin mounted on said second end of 
said back portion, said pin for flexibly allowing 
insertion of the mobile communication device 
into said cradle unit, coupling with said second 
end of the mobile communication device and 
securing the mobile communication device in 
said cradle unit. 

2. The holder of claim 1 , wherein said back portion fur- 
ther has a first and a second side extending outward 
from said back portion, and wherein said pocket fur- 
ther has a first and second side formed of said first 
and second side of said back portion, respectively 
and said rear wall of said pocket is formed from said 
first end of said back portion. 

3. The holder of claim 2, wherein said first and second 
sides of said back portion and said front wall of said 
pocket define an open front of said cradle unit, al- 
lowing operation of the mobile communication de- 
vice while secured in the cradle unit. 

4. A holder for holding a mobile communication de- 
vice, said holder comprising: 

a cradle unit including: 

a back portion, said back portion having a first 
and a second end and a surface; 

a pocket, said pocket mounted on said second 
end of said back portion, said pocket having a 
bottom surface extending outward from and 
substantially perpendicular to said surface, 
said pocket for receiving a first end of the mo- 
bile communication device; 
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said back portion; and 

a pin, said pin mounted on said first end of said 
extension and extending toward said pocket, 
wherein said pin allows insertion of the mobile 
communication device into said cradle unit, 
couples with a second end of the mobile com- 
munication device, and secures the mobile 
communication device in said cradle unit. 

The holder of claim 4, wherein said back portion has 
a first and a second edge, and said bottom portion 
of said pocket has a first and a second edge, and 
wherein said cradle unit further comprises a first 
side and a second side, each having a first and sec- 
ond end, said first end of said first side attached to 
said first edge of said back portion and said second 
end of said first side attached to said first edge of 
said bottom portion of said pocket, and said first end 
of said second side attached to said second edge 
of said back portion, and said second end of said 
second side attached to said second edge of said 
bottom portion of said pocket. 

The holder of claim 5, wherein said first side, first 
edge of said bottom portion of said pocket and said 
first edge of said back portion form a first opening, 
and wherein said second side, second edge of said 
bottom portion of said pocket and said second edge 
of said back portion form a second opening, said 
first and second openings for receiving a first and a 
second comer, respectively, of the first end of the 
mobile communication device. 

The holder of any preceding claim, wherein said 
cradle unit is formed of a one-piece body. 

The holder of any preceding claim, wherein said 
cradle unit forms a wraparound holder for the grasp- 
ing of the mobile communication device during use. 

The holder of any preceding claim, wherein said 
back portion further has a rear face, and said holder 
further comprises a clip mounted on said rear face 
of said back portion. 

The holder of any preceding claim, wherein said 
cradle unit is formed to allow opening of a flip -type 
cover on the mobile communication device while 
secured in the cradle unit. 

A mobile telephone and holder assembly compris- 
ing: 



an extension, said extension having a first and ss 
a second end, wherein said second end of said 
extension is mounted on said first end of said 
back portion and angled toward said surface of 



a mobile telephone having a a keypad and a flip 
type cover, said flip-type cover being moveable 
between a open position and a closed position, 
wherein said keypad is accessible for use when 
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said flip-type cover is in said open position and 
access to said keypad is blocked when said flip- 
type cover is in said closed position; and 

a cradle unit having a pocket for receiving said s 
mobile telephone, wherein said pocket is 
formed to allow movement of said flip-type cov- 
er between said first and second positions 
when said mobile telephone is inserted in said 
pocket. 10 

1 2. The mobile telephone and holder assembly of claim 
11. wherein said cradle unit forms a wraparound 
holder for grasping said mobile telephone and al- 
lows holding and operation of said mobile telephone *5 
while said mobile telephone is secured in the cradle 
unit. 

13. The mobile telephone and holder assembly of 
claims 11 and 12, wherein said mobile telephone 20 
further comprises a first end and a second end, 
wherein said flip-type cover is disposed on said sec- 
ond end of said mobile telephone, and wherein said 
cradle unit comprises a first end, said first end of 
said cradle unit for receiving said first end of said 25 
mobile telephone when said mobile telephone is se- 
cured in said cradle. 

14. The mobile telephone and holder assembly of 
claims 11 to 13, further comprising a clip for secur- 30 
ing said cradle unit to an object 
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